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by this gentleman's assurances, after a few days of mild
debate in the senate, shows that agitation of the subject
is not yet in vain. Then again, if we have done anything,
especially if we have acted precipitately, it is a well-
recognized course of prudent behavior to find out where
we are, what we have done, and what the new situation
is into which we have come. Then, too, we must remem-
ber that when the statesman lays a thing down the his-
torian takes it up, and he will group it with historical
parallels and contrasts. There is a set of men who have
always been referred to, in our Northern states, for the
last thirty years, with especial disapproval. They are
those Southerners who, in 1861, did not believe in seces-
sion, but, as they said, "went with their states.'* They
have been condemned for moral cowardice. Yet within
a year it has become almost a doctrine with us that
patriotism requires that we should hold our tongues while
our interests, our institutions, our most sacred traditions,
and our best established maxims have been trampled
underfoot. There is no doubt that moral courage is the
virtue which is more needed than any other in the mod-
ern democratic state, and that truckling to popularity
is the worst political vice. The press, the platform,
and the pulpit have all fallen under this vice, and there
is evidence that the university also, which ought to be
the last citadel of truth, is succumbing to it likewise.
I have no doubt that the conservative classes of this
country will yet look back with great regret to their
acquiescence in the events of 1898 and the doctrines
and precedents which have been silently established.
Let us be well assured that self-government is not a
matter of flags and Fourth of July orations, nor yet of
strife to get offices. Eternal vigilance is the price of that
as of every other political good. The perpetuity of self-